
The Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM)
staff and volunteers in Malawi have
been bringing God's Word to the people
there since 2002 using the full range of
media at their disposal. 

LHM uses national radio broadcasts that
reach approximately 90 percent of the
population, and visit the sick in hospi-
tals, as well as reach out to children
through Bible studies in school, and
sports activities. 

The ministry is most successful using its
free, eight-lesson Bible
Correspondence Course (BCC) for
adults. Published in English and the
native Chichewa languages, BCC has
an average of 20,000 active participants
each month. Of all the ministries con-
ducted by the ministry center, BCC
generates over 50 percent of ministry
responses. The lessons are written so
that people with no prior Biblical
knowledge can understand them. In
addition, prospective students, as well
as people requesting information on a
variety of topics, are encouraged to con-
tact the ministry by its use of newspaper
advertisements, news releases, feature
articles, pamphlets, stickers, music and
drama performances, and word of
mouth. These media are produced in a
variety of language dialects. 
Graduates from the course have the
opportunity to attend Equipping the
Saints workshops, to help nurture and
equip them with basic skills and knowl-
edge to reach the lost with the love of
Christ. Lutheran church members are
encouraged to participate nationwide.
LHM staff and volunteers work tireless-
ly to reach the youth of Malawi as they
develop more programs geared toward

teaching the love of Jesus Christ. One
effort is developing a BCC designed
specifically for children.

Postage and telephone use is costly for
the people of Malawi. Therefore, the
ministry is also trying to make its
resources more affordable with aggres-
sive follow-up activities, and raising
money to print its materials in house. 

RELIGION IN MALAWI... 

Malawi has a variety of religious sects
and denominations practicing their faith
in freedom and tolerance. About 70 per-
cent of the population is Christian, 20
percent Muslim, and nearly 10 percent
are of more traditional animist beliefs.
Muslims are increasing their influence
in the country. According to a 1998 cen-
sus, only 12 percent of the population
was Muslim in contrast to today’s 20
percent. Most Christians belong to one
of the protestant churches founded by
missionaries in the late 19th century.
There are Muslims in the north espe-
cially along Lake Malawi---a legacy of
the Arabic slave traders operated in this
area. 

Other faiths are becoming more popular
in urban areas. These include Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Satanism among many
smaller sects. According to LHM-
Malawi staff members, the poorer rural
residents are in greater danger of con-
verting to one of these others because
these teachings are associated with
material gains--not spiritual.

THE MINISTRY...
Office Established:  
Lilongwe City, 2002

Locally known as:  
Kuunika (Light) Media
Ministry 

Director:  
Rev. Elliam K.J. Mazengera

Population:  
13,013,926

Ministry in Action:
• Radio ministry
• Newspaper Advertisements
• Door-to-door evangelism
• Bible Correspondence Courses
• Print materials
• Performing Arts: music, concerts,

and drama
• Sports ministry
• Prison and Hospital ministry
• Spiritual counseling and support
• Equipping the Saints
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THE COUNTRY... 
Established in 1891, the British protec-
torate of Nyasaland became the inde-
pendent democratic nation of Malawi in
1964. Malawi is located in central West
Africa bordered by Tanzania to the
North, Mozambique to the South and
Zambia to the West. It is
slightly smaller than
Pennsylvania. Lake Malawi
is the third largest lake in
Africa, and conserves the
most water in the country.
This lake provides the most
fish protein to its people
with a species of fish called
chambo.

Malawi has two main sea-
sons, dry and wet. The wet
season extends from
November to April. It
receives an average rainfall
ranging between 25 to 122
inches, depending on the
area. May to August is cool and dry;
September, October, and November are
hot and primarily dry.    

Landlocked Malawi ranks among the
world's least developed countries. The
economy is predominantly agricultural,
with ninety percent of its population liv-
ing in rural areas.  
The government faces strong chal-
lenges, such as developing a market
economy, improving educational facili-
ties, and environmental problems, as
well as dealing with famine, and
HIV/AIDS.

THE PEOPLE... 

Malawi's early people were the same
Boskopoid people who were the ances-
tors of the pygmies in Central Africa
and the san (Bushmen) of Southern
Africa. 

About 2000 years ago these Malawians
came under pressure from other races of
people, like the Bantu. The Bantu

brought knowledge of iron working,
giving them an edge in agriculture, and
warfare. 

The first Europeans were Portuguese
explorers, and the most famous British
explorer to reach this area was Scottish
missionary David Livingstone in the
1850s. 

Each ethnic group in
Malawi has its own lan-
guage. The Chewa are the
dominant group, and their
language is called, "chewa,"
and it is the common
national tongue. English is
the official language.

Malawi prides itself on its
variety of unique cultural
practices and traditions.
The main traditional dances
and rituals, as well as arts
and crafts found among the
people, provide a sense of
identity for the many ethnic

groups of the country. 

YOUR OPPORTUNITIES TO
SERVE... 
You can help us reach unchurched peo-
ple around the world by:
• Considering a gift today for  

International Ministries
• Praying for the overseas ministry 

staff and volunteers
• Getting involved in short-term 

mission trips
• Continuing to learn about the 

ministry by visiting our Web site at 
www.lhmint.org.

For more opportunities to serve, con-
tact: Leslie.Tucker@lhm.org or (314)
317-4275. Through your commitment
we can reach people around the world
with Christ’s message of hope.
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP...
Become a sponsor through
Reaching Out and assist LHM
ministry centers around the
world. Call 1-800-944-3450 for
details, or visit our Web site at
www.lhmint.org/reachingout.

Volunteer your talents in a two-
week Global Work & Witness
program. For details visit
www.lhmint.org/globalmission.

WANT TO KNOW
MORE...
For the latest listing of fact sheets
of countries in which Lutheran
Hour Ministries is carrying out its
vision of All Nations, All Peoples,
All in Christ!, visit our Web site
at www.lhmint.org.

Our world is full of people who
NEED to know they are loved.

Please join us in reaching out to
them  with God’s love.

CONTACT
INFORMATION...
International Ministries
Lutheran Hour Ministries
660 Mason Ridge Center Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63141-8557
Phone: (800) 944-3450 ext. 4163
E-mail: cheerful@lhmint.org
Web Site: www.lhmint.org
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Volunteer grades BCC

Performers act in front of a large
crowd to procaim the Gospel.


